Showing Respect

Thomas Merton Brightman

Thos of youwho have followed
my writingsknow tha my
formative years were spentin
environments that did not offer
much respect for persond
boundaies. Accordingly, | spent
therest of my life learningand
practicing respect for others. In
time, being respectful became a
new and uncongiousway of life.

| was drivingon ahighway in
southern Penng/lvaniaone
summer morning. | naticed an
audtionin progess. Mog of
those present were Amish and
Old Order Mennontes. | like
audtionsand grestly respect the Mennonte communities tha I’ ve been close to for thelast
fifteen years. Thecombination of attractionsled me to stop and approach a woman to ask about
paticipainginthesale.

Sheleft to go get her brother. When hereturned, we introduced ourselves. Then heasked whom
| knew in other church communities. | rattled off several namesthat | knew hewould recognize.
Family is of great importance to thar traditionsand they know therr relatives wherever they
reside

He noddel approva and then agreed that | could pay with acheck. | began to walk about
reviewing what had been put outfor sale. | picked three thingsfor which | intended to bid. | jug
lovethe county auction onawarm summer day.

Theauctionesr began to call outand people moved aroundless and focused more on who was
bidding and what item was being hdd up to view. In time, thefirst item | wanted to purchase
came up for bidding. | had noway of knowing how many others had their eye onthe same item.

At apointin thebids | redlized tha the price had gonebeyondwhat thisitem would normally
bring at auction. | had notseen any appaent dealers bidding. | had aflash tha some member of
thefamily may bethebidde with whom| was competing. Sometimes when several family
members want an item from an estate they smply putit up for sale so each has an equd chance.
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| called outto theaudtioneer, “Am | bidding aganst family?’ “Thisisapublic auction,” he
respondeal. “Tha'snotwhat | asked,” | retorted. Agan | asked, “Am | bidding agang family?’
“1 think s0,” he said.

There was an indant sucking noise, like when
agroupof people catchesthear breath in
collective surprise. There was an open
amazement tha someonewould stand asidein
respect for afamily member onthe chance
tha there was special significance to theitem
being offered.

| had an intuitive feeling and spontaneoudy
spokeout | stoppel bidding. Theother
person gotthe mourted grey fox. The
audience buzzed abouttheinteraction. I've
learned to trus my “sendng” or “knowing,”
my intuition. I’ve become more spontaneous
and child like.

A hdf hou later, theseconditem tha |
wanted came up for bid. | moved closer so
I’d beseen. He asked for abid. | placed an
opening offer. Therewere no other bids The
auctioneer scratched hishead. Then he
smiled and moved to the next item.

It hgppened so fast, tha for amoment, | did nat realize wha had trangpired. | had shown such
respectful consderation for thefamily member who bid agang me earlier, tha they showed me
thesame. | smiled and went to pay for my crock.

Since nothing could top this serendipitousmoment, | chose to continueon my trip savoring the
memory of the moment.

“You've come alongway, Thomes,” | thoughtto myself. Maybel wasfindly gettingwha it
takes to be aware of others and to naurally express my sengtivity.

What abeautiful summer day.
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