A Loss of Innocence
Thomas Merton Brightman

Even thoughl was thefirst in my family to
attend college, my desireto gowas never in
doubt Payingfor collegewas another matter.
During high school, | participated in a specia
program tha released me at noonto goto ajob.
| worked at a grocery store untl it closed. Then,
| walked to a nearby theatre where | was a
projectionist throughthefind show. | saved as
much as| could. Inaddition, | received a
scholarship, from my college of choice, to work
in thecafeteria The scholarship and savings
pad for my freshman year.

During this year, my parents moved to another
state. My father took a postionwith a private
college Oneof his perquisites was tuition for his
children asday students. So | tranderred to this
| very expendve and prestigiousprivate college
Before my junior year began, my father changed
jobs | didn’t want to trander to another school.
My grades were goodand | was very involved in
campusactivities. | was awarded an achievement scholarship which pad for all tuition and
boad. Theaward was contingent uponmy maintaining a 10 point grade average and my
ongong contributionto thelife of the campus

| thoughtl was set for my last two years of school. | was elected editor-in-chief of thecampus
newspape and was already an over achiever in clubs sports and organizations This school had
small classes, persond attention and afocuson classic liberal arts preparationfor life. | had
never dreamed of beingin such an ideal college setting.

Then oneday | received a messageto go to the office of the Dean of the College Other than the
office of the President, there was no more powerful postion oncampus | didn't know of any
reasonthat I'd bein trouble, so | went withou expectation of anythingin particular. Yet, asthe
conveasation progressed, it was clear tha the dean was angry and | wasthe source. | was
genuindy confused as his comments were so circuitous

When hegot aroundto reminding mf of the conditionsof my scholarship and how fragile that
arrangament was, he had my full attention. | knew tha | was beng threatened, but! did not
knowwhy. He was getting frugrated with my lack of undestanding and | was getting frusrated
with his threatening metaphors.
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Findly, outof exasperation and growing fear | said, “I don’t know wha you are talking about |
realy don't. You'll have to bemoredirect if youwant meto undestand.” | wastotally
unprepared for wha was aboutto hgppen. It wastime for me to get aheavy do< of aredlity
fromwhich | had been protected.

“Thedamn Jews,” hesaid. “We have to have them on thecampus butthey don't have to be
prominent onthe newspgper.” | wasin complete shok. | waswithoutarespon®. Even with
his bluntness, | till wasn’t sure whothe Jews were. Theend of the conveasation was a blur, as|
jug couldn’t take in everything beng said.

Themeetingended. | can only surmise that the
shodk and confuson on my face led him to back
off a thetime. Stunnel, | walked over to the
student union and upto agroupof my staffers
playing bridge | said, “Youaren’t goingto
bdieve wha jud hgppened.” | told them the
story. Thar comment, collectively andin
concert, “We bdieveit.” “We're notsurprised,”
they added.

My question to them: “Who’s hetalking about?”’
“He stalking aboutus, amongothes.”

“You?

“Tom, think aboutour names, Cohen, Schoen,

Katz. Wha are you goingto do? We'll resignif
you want usto, we're used to this.”

“No! | don’t want any of youto resign. We're putting out thebest newspaper in years, perhaps
ever. Hecan't gopublic. I'll jug lay low for awhile and keep my gradesup.” | kept my staff
intact.

Asthefirst, and perhgpstheonly, indgpendent (unaffiliated) editor in the history of the pgper, |
had chosen staff fromthos | bdieved to be mos competent withoutregard to sorority,
fraternity, sec, religion, etc. That iswhy thequdity of the pgoer was so markedly improved.
Now | was beng threatened and told tha | have hdf of al the Jews on campuson my staff.

I’ ve been disappointed by many in authority, beginning with my paents, relatives and teachers.
But thiswas my introdudionto anew level of abuse of authority and unaashed prejudice. |
would have other lessons even more shodking with other authorities. But thiswas my first, at
thislevel, andtheimpression has never lessened.

I’m fond of a Josgph Campbdl comment. “Theolder you get, themore you Il realize tha
“authorities” are usudly jug abund of troubled kids” | wastroubled by this event. | did
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recognize Jewish names thereafter. Asdisillusonal asl| was, | didn't allow oneindividud to
blacken my education. Yet, thisisonelesson| never expected to learn at an inditution of
“higha” education.
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